WITHDRAWN 9/23/14

Introduced by the Finance Committee:

RESOLUTION 2014-640-W
A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL TO PROCEED WITH AN APPEAL REGARDING THE DUVAL COUNTY PROPERTY APPRAISER’S BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE UPON INTRODUCTION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City Council Finance Committee (“Finance Committee”) initially reviewed the Duval County Property Appraiser’s Office (“Property Appraiser”) budget on August 14, 2014;  and  

WHEREAS, as the Finance Committee continued in their deliberations on the City’s 2014-15 budget, on August 28, 2014 and August 29, 2014, additional reductions were made to the Property Appraiser’s budget; and 
WHEREAS, on September 5, 2014, the Finance Committee communicated the reductions to the Property Appraiser and inquired about his willingness to accommodate the Property Appraiser’s Office budget accordingly; and 
WHEREAS, the Property Appraiser advised the Finance Committee that the Florida Department of Revenue had approved the Property Appraiser’s budget on August 15, 2014 and Florida Statutes provides a mechanism for the City Council to appeal to the Florida Cabinet for any budget reduction; 
WHEREAS, on September 16, 2014, the Finance Committee  communicated a specified reductions to the Property Appraiser’s budget to be drafted as a floor amendment, specifically to reduce the “merit pool” and the related benefits, and to reduce the aerial  photograph survey which is required every three years, pursuant Florida Statutes §195.022, and was recently completed in 2013;  now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council for the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Appeal Authorized.  The Office of General Counsel is hereby authorized and directed to appeal the Department of Revenue’s decision regarding the Duval County Property Appraiser’s Budget for Fiscal Year 2014-2015 to the Administration Commission.

Section  2.
Requesting emergency passage upon introduction pursuant to Council Rule 4.901 Emergency. Emergency passage upon introduction of this legislation is requested. The nature of the emergency is that pursuant to Florida Statutes §195.087, an appeal to the Cabinet for the Property Appraiser’s Fiscal Year 2014-2015 budget must be filed no later than October 8, 2014, which is the week prior to the next regular City Council Meeting.
Section 3.

Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon the signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by: Margaret M. Sidman
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